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woman to get a Ph.D. in theoretical physics from Massachu­

setts Institute of Technology in 1973. As one of only 10 Afri ­
can-Americans (out of a student body of 8,000) attending 

M.LT., she encountered Whites who spit at her and harassed 

her, but did little to deter Dr.Jackson, who went on to become 

the first woman and first African-American to serve as chair­

man of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission under 

President Bill Clinton's administration. She continues to be 

an advocate for programs that encourage Blacks an d women 

to take a more active role in the sciences. 

From the earlier scientific innovations masterminded by 

inventor George Washington Carver, to th e new group of 

entrepreneurs, scientists, inventors, and acad ernics--such as 

Percy L. Julian (chemist), Marc Hannah (graphics/entrepre­
neur),Lonnie G.Johnson (NASA/toy inventor) and Dr. Mark 

Dean (computers)-African-Americans are continuing to 

affect the dynamics of science and technology in this coun try 

and around the world. 0 

Pioneeringscientist James West, in the 1960s, helped to invent the elec­
tret microphone, a necessary element that can be found in most tele­
phones and hearin g aids. 




